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I wish Jocelyn, as she returns to 

Montana and to farming and ranching, 
the very best, fair winds and following 
seas. Jocelyn Galt, Bravo Zulu. 

f 

CELEBRATING U.S.-ISRAEL 
RELATIONSHIP 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israeli 
Independence Day, to celebrate the 
U.S.-Israel relationship. 

Sixty-eight years ago, the Israeli 
Declaration of Independence an-
nounced that Israel ‘‘will be based on 
freedom, justice and peace as envisaged 
by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure 
complete equality of social and polit-
ical rights to all its inhabitants irre-
spective of religion, race or sex; it will 
guarantee freedom of religion, con-
science, language, education and cul-
ture.’’ 

To those who seek to undermine and 
delegitimize Israel at the U.N., I sug-
gest that you ask whether your own 
countries value complete equality for 
everyone, irrespective of religion, race, 
or sex, or whether you even strive for 
that equality. 

To those who engage in economic 
warfare against Israel through boy-
cotts, especially on college campuses, I 
ask why you attack a country that 
shares our own values of equality and 
freedom and vibrant debate even as you 
ignore those countries and regimes 
that subjugate the rights of their own 
people, those for whom women’s equal-
ity, LGBT rights, religious tolerance, 
and open political discourse are anath-
ema to their leaders and those who en-
courage terrorism against innocent 
Israelis. 

Mr. Speaker, as President Johnson 
said: ‘‘America and Israel have a com-
mon love of human freedom and they 
have a common faith in a democratic 
way of life.’’ 

I stand proudly here today in deep 
support of our love of human freedom 
and unyielding support of our faith in a 
democratic way of life and in strong 
support of our great ally Israel on her 
68th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 68TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize the 68th anniversary of 
the independence of the State of Israel. 

The United States and Israel have 
long maintained a strong friendship, 
and our two countries share much 
more in common than many realize. 
We believe in freedom and equality and 
share many basic rights, such as free 
elections, a free press, and freedom of 
religion. 

We were both founded by people seek-
ing relief from tyranny, and we both 
continue to serve today as symbols of 
liberty in a world plagued by oppres-
sion. 

Israel is a beacon of democracy in a 
sea of violence and hostility, and it de-
serves our support. A strong Israel is 
key to stability and security in the 
Middle East. I will continue to stand 
with our friend and ally. 

f 

RAYNER EQUIPMENT SYSTEMS 

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate an exceptional small 
business in my community: Rayner 
Equipment Systems. They have just 
been awarded the highest honor the 
United States Government can give to 
an American exporter. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Rich 
and Gordon Rayner and visiting the fa-
cility with Secretary of Commerce 
Penny Pritzker and Sacramento busi-
ness leaders earlier this year. 

Their hard work and competitiveness 
really highlight the innovation in 
America: the small businesses. It is 
why we have to open a fair playing 
field across this world. When we have 
that fair playing field, American com-
panies win. 

I want to highlight Rich and Gordon 
Rayner and their innovation, their 
hard work, their tenacity, and their 
service to our country and our commu-
nity. 

f 

OPIOID ABUSE 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, the 
opioid abuse epidemic has tragically 
touched every corner of this Nation 
with over half of all drug overdoses 
linked to prescription opioids. At least 
once a day someone in my home State 
of Colorado loses a friend or family 
member due to drug abuse. 

In 2013, Colorado was ranked as hav-
ing the second most prevalent epidemic 
prescription drug abuse in the country. 
The Colorado Consortium was created 
that year to form a collaborative group 
dedicated to finding solutions to opioid 
addiction and abuse. Efforts like the 
Colorado Consortium can help supple-
ment existing programs in areas where 
they already operate. 

However, without raising national 
awareness of the heroin and opioid epi-
demic, these local efforts will continue 
to struggle to gain the resources they 
need. There is no silver bullet. It will 
take multifront, coordinated ap-
proaches to aid communities in com-
bating the opioid epidemic. 

Beyond securing our borders and ena-
bling law enforcement to do their jobs, 
expanding opioid abuse prevention and 
education efforts and treating those af-

flicted with addiction are the most im-
portant actions that Congress can 
take. That is the focus of our work in 
the House on the bipartisan heroin 
task force. 

f 

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF CRYSTAL 
JUDSON FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, at 
times, something important comes out 
of tragedy. For the past 10 years, the 
Crystal Judson Family Justice Center 
in Tacoma has been an example of 
that. 

Lane Judson began the center to 
honor the tragic loss of his daughter to 
domestic violence. Domestic violence 
knows no race, no age, no gender, sex-
ual orientation, or income status. It af-
fects all of us every day right where we 
live. 

Our community stepped up to sup-
port this center, a place that projects 
our best values as a community. This 
is a place that fosters truth and seeks 
justice for those who deserve it. It is a 
place of empowerment with caring 
staff who change the trajectory of lives 
and of families. 

Centers like this deserve our contin-
ued support, whether it be with our 
time, our donations, or with our public 
investments. 

This matters. I applaud the Judsons 
for carrying the memory of their 
daughter with advocacy rather than 
with anger. As the dad of two daugh-
ters, I am grateful for all that the 
Crystal Judson Family Justice Center 
does. I thank them for their hard work 
and 10 impactful years. I am grateful to 
be their partner. 

f 

HEROIN AND OPIOIDS DAMAGING 
COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 78 
Americans die every day from an 
opioid overdose in this country. This 
trend is not an isolated problem. It is 
an epidemic that now outpaces deaths 
from motor vehicle accidents and is 
found in every geographic region across 
the country, from small farm towns, 
like in my district, to New York City. 

Statistics we have been hearing re-
veal a troubling reality. Addiction does 
not discriminate. It impacts the young, 
old, poor, rich, male, female, and it 
ruins the lives of all those involved. 

The package of bipartisan bills on 
the floor this week include two impor-
tant elements. They ensure Federal 
dollars are allocated to the most effec-
tive programs and methods to reduce 
drug abuse while also providing doc-
tors, law enforcement, and treatment 
facilities the better tools they need to 
combat this growing epidemic. These 
are solutions Americans in all walks of 
life need right now. 
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